
NEWS
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D. C.  20554
This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official action.
See MCI v. FCC. 515 F 2d 385 (D.C. Circ 1974).

News Media Information 202 / 418-0500
Internet: http://www.fcc.gov

TTY: 1-888-835-5322

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: NEWS MEDIA CONTACT:
May 20, 2013 Neil Grace, 202-418-0506

Email: neil.grace@fcc.gov  

STATEMENT FROM FCC ACTING CHAIRWOMAN MIGNON CLYBURN TO STAFF

“By now you may have heard that President Obama has asked me to serve as Acting Chair of the FCC, 
pending the confirmation of Tom Wheeler. I wish to express my deep appreciation for this incredible 
opportunity, and commend President Obama for his excellent choice of Tom Wheeler as our next 
Chairman.

“Because we don’t know how long I will be in this position, with my tenure directly linked to the 
efficiency of the U.S. Senate, I thought it would be a good idea for us to get together to assure each other 
that we’re on the same page.

“Allow me to get straight to the point. I love the FCC and to lead this agency is one of the greatest honors 
of my life. For in my view, there are two things that set this agency apart.

“The first is its people – all of you. Obviously, this agency is filled with world-class talent, but the staff at 
the FCC is not just smart and talented, you are caring and committed to public service.

“The last two attributes were immediately made clear to me when I entered the building nearly four years 
ago. So many of you have made my transition from South Carolina less traumatic, with words of support, 
kind gestures, and yes, warm hugs just when I needed them. I also want to thank my fellow 
Commissioners for their support over the years:  more recently Commissioners Rosenworcel and Pai, and 
of course, Julius Genachowski, Rob McDowell, Mike Copps, and Meredith Baker.

“The second thing that sets this agency apart from the rest is its mission. I was raised to believe in the 
value of public service, by a support system, which through hard work and volunteerism, reinforced the 
importance and rewards of that motto ‘service above self’. And for us, there is no more exciting or critical 
mission in government than working to accelerate the communications revolution that’s transforming our 
economy and the way we live.

“We have an important mission and this is an important time.

“I assume the role of Acting Chair with a great sense of responsibility, but also great humility. And as we 
await the confirmation of Tom Wheeler, I see myself as a member of a relay team, running one of the 
middle legs. My job is to build on forward momentum, give the next teammate a running start, an 
improved position, and no matter what, my goal is not to drop the baton. 

“I consider my friend Mike Copps a model for an outstanding Acting Chair. He approached this job with 
seriousness and humility, and led this agency through the completion of the DTV transition – a major 
accomplishment.



“So if asked about my goals as I take this new position, I would answer without hesitation – its hallmarks 
will be continuity and progress. 

“At 12:01am on Saturday I actually became the Acting Chair of the Federal Communications 
Commission. This time gave me an opportunity to reflect a bit over the weekend.

“I thought of my swearing-in in the summer of 2009.  It took place in South Carolina because until then, 
that was the only place I could ever think about calling home.

“Today, however, I see the FCC as home, and you, my regulatory family. Like every other family, we 
may disagree at times, and yes, frustrate each other. But at the end of the day, we’ve got each other’s 
back. We’ve got America’s back.

“So while we may face many challenges in the days and weeks ahead, by working together, we will 
continue to do great things. Continuity and progress: the hallmarks, the building blocks, of a great time, 
great people and a great agency. Thank you for all that you’ve done, and what you will continue to do, to 
make this nation proud.

“Thank you and Godspeed.” 
-FCC-


